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News Release

For immediate release

Resettled Farmers from Gush Katif to Receive Training 
at Hebrew University and Help in Rejoining Israeli Society
 
Jerusalem, 2 Feb 2006 One hundred farmers – previously settlers from Gush Katif in the Gaza Strip - are to receive free agricultural training at the Faculty of Agricultural, Food and Environmental Quality Sciences of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The programme is designed to help the settlers rejoin Israeli society peacefully and positively.

 

The sensitive training program was created following consultations with representatives of the settlement. The program will receive government funding and support from the Ministry of Agriculture and the government Disengagement Authority. The project is intended to give the repatriates professional training, providing the answer for the agricultural needs of the future, and helping them to return to work and to establish farms within Israeli borders.

 

The training includes a wide range of basic courses, aimed at providing the knowledge they need to reach normal standards of agriculture. Each student will stay at the University with students from around Israel and the Middle East, and choose courses in livestock, crops, water and environment, as well as courses in agricultural economics. 

The project will be overseen by representatives from the Hebrew University and the Ministry of Agriculture. They will follow and accompany the farmers at the end of their training in order to assist them in establishing themselves within Israel’s borders and coming to terms with their repatriation. 
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About the Hebrew University

With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education.

Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence. 

About the British Friends of the Hebrew University

Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University knowledge, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical lecturers during their time in the UK. 

For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1477 or email jason.caplin@fhu.org.uk.
