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News Release

For immediate release

Stephen Hawking to visit Hebrew University

Jerusalem, November 29, 2006 – World famous British scientist Stephen Hawking, Lucasian Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge University and best-selling author of “A Brief History of Time” and “The Universe in a Nutshell”, will visit Israel and the Palestinian territories on 7-15 December 2006. 

During the visit, sponsored by the British government, Professor Hawking will give a lecture at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and meet with fellow scientists and academics. The lecture, entitled “The Origin of the Universe”, will be held on Thursday 14th December.

Professor Hawking will also give a lecture at Birzeit University in Ramallah and speak to Palestinian science students from all over the Occupied Territories through a video conference seminar organised by the British Council in East Jerusalem. 

Professor Hawking embodies the UK’s scientific excellence and his visit will promote Britain as the international partner of choice in science and technology collaboration. 

Speaking from his Cambridge office, Professor Hawking said: “I am looking forward to coming out to Israel and the Palestinian territories and excited about meeting both Israeli and Palestinian scientists.”

The lecture at the Hebrew University will be recorded and be available to view on the BFHU website.
For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1471 or email jason.caplin@bfhu.org.
 [image: image1.png]British Friends.of The.H @ brew
University




About the Hebrew University

With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education. Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence. 

About the British Friends of the Hebrew University

Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University research, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical Hebrew University lecturers during their time in the UK. 

