Press Release
Hebrew University marks 6th anniversary of terrorist attack
Jerusalem, July 31, 2008 - The Hebrew University of Jerusalem today marked the sixth anniversary of the
terrorist attack on the university with a memorial ceremony at the scene of the attack on the university’s
Mount Scopus campus.
Nine students and university staff members were killed in the attack: Benjamin Blutstein, Marla Bennett,
Revital Barashi, David Gritz, David Diego Ladowski, Janis Ruth Coulter, Dina Carter, Levina Shapira and
Daphna Spruch. Close to a hundred were wounded.
At today’s memorial ceremony, Hebrew University President Prof. Menachem Magidor said that the shock of
the attack was particularly great because it happened right here in our home. Rather than being a random
attack on the Israeli public, Prof. Magidor said that the attack was intentionally targeted at the Hebrew
University.
"Those who know the details of the event know that the murderers dedicated a great deal of effort to carry
out the attack here," he said. "Their intention was to attack what the Hebrew University stands for – one of
the most remarkable symbols of revival of the Jewish people. They tried to uproot the wonderful
achievements of study and research. They wanted to taint the atmosphere of this campus, to weaken our
commitment to development, pluralism, tolerance and aspiration for peace."
Eulogizing the students who were killed in the attack, Prof. Magidor said, "We lost Levina's smile, Daphna's
wisdom, Revital's pleasantness, David, Marla and Benny's search for their roots, David Diego's commitment
to serve his country and society, and Janis and Dina's devotion to the people of Israel."
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About the Hebrew University
With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher
education. Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of
humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the
worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle
East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence.
About the British Friends of the Hebrew University
Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in
support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew
University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and
help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University research, expertise and faculty, and provides financial
and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and
sabbatical Hebrew University lecturers during their time in the UK.

